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ABOUT THE BC ALLIANCE FOR ARTS + CULTURE 

¡  Formed in 1986, the Alliance is a recognized non-partisan voice for B.C.’s creative economy 
and represents members from across artistic disciplines throughout British Columbia 

¡  The arts and culture sector currently employed 81,385 people across B.C. in 2014 

•  3.5% of total provincial employment 

¡  Currently over 400 registered members  

¡  A leading arts information aggregator and resource, the Alliance advocates for the sector by 
representing the interests of artists and cultural workers 

¡  Increasing awareness of the value the arts can offer to communities is a priority 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ARTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

¡  B.C.’s total culture GDP in 2014 was 
approximately $6.7 billion 

•  $1 billion increase since 2010 

¡  Culture GDP represents 3% of B.C.’s 
economy, and 12.2% of all cultural GDP 
across Canada 

¡  B.C. consistently has the third-highest 
Culture GDP and jobs in Canada 

¡  Employed 81,385 people in 2014 

¡  Arts and culture fosters social cohesion 

¡  Central to a healthy, vibrant community 

¡  Important reconciliation role for First 
Nations communities 

¡  Supports creativity and innovation and 
cultural development 

Economic Social 

Figures from Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development factsheet 
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THE BC ARTS COUNCIL 

About   

¡  The BC Arts Council’s mandate is to: 
•  Provide support for arts and culture in British 

Columbia 

•  Provide persons and organizations with the 
opportunity to participate in arts and culture in 
British Columbia, and 

•  Provide an open, accountable and neutrally-
administered process for managing funds for arts 
and culture in British Columbia 

Funding 

¡  $24 million in funding for 2016/2017 

¡  Provincial arms-length government agency 

•  Authority to make independent decisions on 
funding grants 
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2016 HILL STRATEGIES REPORT 

¡  Comparison between 19 B.C. arts organizations and 37 arts organizations in other provinces 

¡  Key finding was that provincial and federal government funding tends to be lower for B.C. 

arts organizations than similar organizations in other provinces 

¡  Key recommendations: 

•  Additional funding needed for the B.C. arts and culture community  

•  34% increase, from the 2013-14 level of provincial government funding in order to keep 

pace with other provinces 
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2016 HILL STRATEGIES REPORT - CONTINUED 

Image taken from Hill Strategy British Columbia Arts Funding Comparisons Report Image taken from Hill Strategy British Columbia Arts Funding Comparisons Report 
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BC ARTS COUNCIL PRIORITY FUNDING AREAS 
 

 

Following a 2014 BC Arts Council funding consultation, three main gaps were identified 

1 - A need to increase the level of core operating grants 

¡  Core operating grants support creative activity and increase the economic capacity of the arts community 

¡  An increase would create financial stability for organizations in the sector 

2 - More support for innovation 

¡  Artistic research and development needed in order to analyze the effect of arts and culture in the community  

¡  Support for innovation to enable more collaboration between diverse disciplines and cultures.    

¡  The BCAC needs the ability to work with an equity lens and be able to support the underserved equity-seeking 
communities of which there is a wide range.  There is a real need for increased investment in diversity.  

3 - Support for more national and international touring by B.C. artists 

¡  Touring generates significant economic activity for arts organizations and governments 
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HOW WE CAN WORK TOGETHER TO SUPPORT THE CREATIVE 
ECONOMY 

Actions 

¡  Increase funding to the BC Arts Council by $8.1 
million immediately 

¡  Double the BC Arts Council budget over three 
years to $48 million to bring provincial funding level 
on par with other provinces 

Benefits 

¡  Stability and capacity of arts organizations improved 

¡  Increase in cultural tourism 

¡  More investment from the private sector 

¡  Bring more B.C. artists above the poverty line 

¡  Increases everyday accessibility to the arts 

¡  Increases social innovation potential in the sector 

¡  Increase touring ability of B.C. artists 

¡  Potential for matching federal funds 
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